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Alex Cintron and Josh Celli signed last Wednesday as preferred walk-ons at 
The Youngstown State University. They are well known around the valley for the 
nickname "The Killer Cs",  with 61 career touchdowns combined. 

They were given this nickname by Chad Krispinsky their junior year and it has 
stuck with them since. Alex broke the single season touchdown record with 33.  Alex 
and Josh were both Big 22 Player of the Year nominees, and were also awarded first 
team all state. 

Alex said, "We've been playing football together since we were seven years old and on 
the field we share the same mind. If one of us is having a bad day we'll help the other, we just 
have that good of a bond." 

Josh added, "Our families have been close since we were little, so we've always been 
like brothers." 

Another member of the 11-1 League Champion football team that will further his 
football career is Nate Dean. Nate has played football for the Blue Devils since first grade and 

was a three year varsity starter. He is a two year first team 
North East Ohio letter winner. Nate will be attending 
Geneva college in the fall where he will play defensive 
tackle. Nate had 35 tackles and one sack this past season. 

Nate said, "I'm very excited and honored to be able to play 
the sport I love for four more years."

Coach Dan Williams said, "These are some remarkable 
young men that I had the privilege to coach. It's a coach's 
greatest gift to see his athletes continue their career at the 
next level."  Coach also said he will never forget the 2018 
League Champion season.
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Seniors Commit to Colleges By: Ali Hammond

Seniors Josh Celli 
and  Alex Cintron 
sign their intent to 
play for 
Youngstown State 
University.

Senior Nate Dean and Coach 
Williams 



The Villager, February 22, 2019 page 2

The Vi l lage's Valentines By: El ise McMaster
    The origin of Valentine's Day is shrouded in mystery. According to The History 
Channel, there are two places Valentine's Day could originate from. One is the Roman 
celebration called Lupercalia and the second is a festival for Saint Valentine. No one can 
know for certain how this holiday came to be, but it has gained a lot of popularity over the 
years with a little more than half of America celebrating it today. 

        Some people like Valentine's Day while others feel it's overrated, which makes sense 
with how much we see of it every year when it hits in February with the stores putting out 
all the flowers and chocolates imaginable. There is also all the cards everywhere and the 
huge number of rom-coms constantly playing during this mouth. 

Sam Crone said, "I think Valentine's Day is cute, but it's not necessary. It's just something 
to do for fun." 

During Valentine's Day we at the high school have a wooden rose sale every year. 
The sale starts before Valentine's Day and ends a little less than a week before. 
The sale offers all kinds of options for what color you want so you can give it to 
anyone you want with the message of your choice. A lot of students buy these 
roses for the holiday and to help out the yearbook. This year, we also had the 

Battle of the Classes on Valentine's Day. 

Katie Merdich said, "Valentine's Day is a cute holiday, but I feel that it's overrated. It's wonderful that 
you want to spoil a person you love but you could do that any day of the year, not just for a holiday."

        At Roosevelt Elementary the students have a Valentine's party. First, the students pass out their Valentines to each other and 
put them in their decorated boxes or bags. Then the teachers pass out the treats the kids bring in. Since Valentine's Day is on an 
early release this year, the party is more condensed than usual. The students also play many games at the party. Mrs. Conley said, 
"The kids get really excited to participate and pass out their cards."

Leanna Batchelder with 
the flowers she received 
from the yearbook 
flower sale

Andrew Campbell 
from Mrs. Cr ish's 
class with his 
For tnite 
Valentine's Day 

box   

Roses are Red, Violets are Blue... By: Cailey Tit us

This year, Publications is a class which makes getting the 
yearbook put together a lot easier and more efficient.  The theme 
for the yearbook is mindfulness and growth mindset.  A lot of 
the teachers have stressed  this and made it an everyday element 
in their classrooms.  The yearbook will come out at the 
beginning of the school year next year.

Valentine's Day is for love and happiness and the tradition 
consists of flowers and chocolate to send to your loved ones. 
The yearbook staff honored this by hosting a fundraiser to 

help raise money for people who cannot afford yearbooks.  

    Advisor Miss McGee said, "We did this for sweetest day and we raised 
more than we expected."  You could buy a wooden rose and send it to anyone of your choice around 
the school.  

The different colors mean different feelings. Red means love, purple means sexy, pink means 
friendship, and blue is secret admirer.  This was a fun way to send someone you know a note to show 
you care about them.  The flowers were only $1 and can be kept forever.  

Staff writer Alyssa Strange said, "Students really like them. They put them in their locker or get 
them in a bouquet.  Students and staff get really excited about it."  Students and teachers love to send 
and receive these.  

Some yearbook students 
getting the flowers and 
tags ready to be delivered
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On February 7th, Jostens came to visit McDonald Local Schools to talk about 
pricing of products for seniors and sophomores, and returned Wednesday the 13th 
before school with class rings and other merchandise.

Jostens, for many high-schoolers, exists as a temporal aspect of an even greater 
picture. It symbolizes the movement and changing of a school system's social dynamic. 
Evaluating that change and learning from that experience, a natural part of human 
interaction, our ability to recognize that change in forms of sadness and memories only 
intensifies its meaning. 

Senior Class Co-Advisor Mrs. Ronghi said, "It's an exciting time for seniors 
because it means graduation is approaching. Each class is special in its own way. It's 
exciting for me to watch students grow up, see you all the way from seventh grade. I 
look forward to seeing what you become. Come graduation day, it's a time for me to 
look back and be proud of the people you are."

The author Emily X.R. Pan once wrote that a memory is just nerve impulses jumping between neurons; I'm not 
sure if simplifying it down to simple electrical impulses is exactly comforting, but I'm not sure if the truth ever is. 
People are nothing without memories, the aspects of our personalities defined by the articles of our past.

 McDonald defines us whether we wanted it to or not, and Jostens helps us remember exactly how.  They do 
their best to to help us keep those memories of our high-school experience alive through the things we keep, and the 
products they offer. 

I don't know why things like this make us sad, why looking back at all the things we've been through makes us 
feel the way it does.  Maybe we're afraid of what comes next, maybe all it is, is a primal instinct telling us to fear what 
we don't know, but I do know one thing as long as we live, as long as we exist in a space we have a beautiful ability to 
turn that stranger of a shell into something resembling a home. 

Making Memor ies By Ethan O'Connell 

A Jostens Rep talks to 
Sophomores about class 
r ings.

t he 2000s got  owned! By r yder  dye
From MySpace, to wild AIM usernames, all the way to your Razr flip 
phone, it's that special time when we dive into the world of social media 
intros, felt jump suits, and flip phones. Welcome to McDonald High, the 
2000s edition!

The world moved into the future, and that trend wasn't far behind, here at 
McDonald. In August of 2003, the world was introduced to MySpace, a 
social media site just like the modern day Twitter. 24 hours later, it was a 
revolution. The social media world swarmed into the lives of kids which 
paved the way for what we as kids see today. MySpace led to the 
introduction of Mark Zuckerburg and Facebook, which 
led the way for sites like Instagram and Twitter. 

From a school's point of view, McDonald's own Mr. 
Domitrovich gave a few words, "It's a very different 
system, what we have today compared to ten years ago. 
It really is amazing how much, and how far we have come. Our 

school had to be almost completely redone to fit the infrastructure of what was to come in the 
later years. Back then, we only had one computer lab, unlike today when we have both of the 
labs, and portable laptops at our fingertips. Apple started to become popular, with the 
introduction of the first generation iPod, then later the first iPhone. These were the periods when 
people still had the portable CD players that were carried around."

Senior Jared Helco gave us his thoughts, "I think this was a really cool period, with the 
beginning of the iPhone era and all that paved the way for how electronics are in the 
world today. Some of the music stood out for me, with music that seemed to be played at 
every birthday party I went to like Usher, Akon, and Ke$ha, because everyone played the 
same five songs."

Junior Bryan Ortega spoke about some of his more memorable moments that he could remember Drumline was a favorite movie 
of mine from the that era once I got older.  I don't remember much, but I do remember the phones at the time were very simple. 
The big flip phones like the Nokia "brick" phone and the Razr were nothing like what phones would become in the future. It was 
wild, man." 

Pict ured: The Nok ia 3310 m odel 
phone and t he Mot erolla RAZR 
phones

Pictured: The 2008 
football team captains in a 
home playoff game against 
Western Reserve

Class of 2004 alumni and current 
Spanish teacher, Mrs. Ronghi
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As members of the human race, it is normal for us to ask questions about ourselves. "What is our purpose? Why are we here? 
How can we make our lives EXTRAORDINARY?" The movie Dead Poets Society answers these questions in 
the form of an eccentric and unconventional teacher Mr. Keating,  played by Robin Williams, who 
teaches an English class in a strict and prestigious boarding school.

Mr. Keating is not your typical teacher. A class with him may include ripping pages out of your 
English Textbook, playing sports while reading lines of poetry, standing on your desk to see the world 
from a different angle, and even marching to learn nonconformity. Robin Williams's comedic and acting 
talents complement Mr. Keating's personality and his unorthodox teaching habits. This movie proves a 
point about Robin Williams: he knew how and when to be a comedian, but he also knew how and when 
to cut the jokes and create the sympathetic and emotional character that is Mr. Keating.

Robin Williams may have been the biggest name, but the real stars of the show are the students 
themselves. This movie revolves around the struggles and pressures that they face.  Neil Perry wants to 
be an actor even though it is against his father 's wishes. Todd Anderson is a shy boy who has an 
extraordinary gift in writing.  Knox Overstreet wants to win the affections of a girl that he likes. These 
desires and pressures are the driving force of the movie.  Robin Williams is the guide and mentor who 
leads the way for his students.

M ovie Review-D ead Poet 's Society By Nikolina Drobnjak

Sadly, some of these students will not be able to achieve their dreams because of the authority 
and pressures that stand in their way.  That brings up the interesting question that I mentioned earlier. "How can we make our lives 
EXTRAORDINARY?" This movie answers the question with one simple quote that we must understand and learn to use in our own lives.  It 
shows the ideology that Mr. Keating taught not only to his own students but to us, the audience, as well.

 "Carpe diem. Seize the day, boys. Make your lives extraordinary." -John Keating

People on t he St reet :
Would you rather give up breakfast, lunch, or dinner...forever? 

Why?

Marcus 
8th Grade

"Lunch because you 
don't need the meal in 
the middle if you have 

one in the morning 
and one at 

night."

Carson Schrader
Freshman

"Breakfast because I 

already do not eat it."

Lea 
Brown 
Senior

"Breakfast because it is 
not essential in my 

life."

Hannah Sperati
Senior

"Lunch because I like 
breakfast and dinner way 

too much."

By: Lauren Johnson
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Junior /Senior  Spor tl ight
By: Kyleigh Sier ra

Jordan Sier ra

Does som eone inspire you t o play, i f  so who and 
why?

"My family inspires me, but most of all my sister 
inspires me to be better than I ever thought I could 
be. She's driven me to 
do the things she 
wants to do. She 
inspires me to be 
driven and to get the 
score I want. When I 
feel I did bad she tells 
me to get up and try 
again."

What  m ot ivat es you 
t o play and why?

"I didn't want to be sitting around doing nothing for 
months during the winter when I could be doing 
something else. It also allows me to get out of my 
own head and focus on positive things going on 
around me instead of negative things. It 's a stress 
reliever for me."

What  got  you int o playing t he spor t  and why?

"All my friends were trying to get me to bowl with 
them, and I decided to try it and ended up loving it 
and I plan on continuing to bowl for as long as I can."

Do you want  t o be an inspirat ion t o som eone else 
and why?

"Yes, I want to inspire someone even if it 's the 
smallest thing. I want to motivate someone to do 
their best, even when they are feeling their worst."

Sier ra Hickox

Does som eone inspire you t o play, i f  so who and why?

"No one inspires me to play, 
because I choose to play on my 
own."

What  m ot ivat es you t o play 
and why?

"I like the sport, and I enjoy 
playing, because I think it is a 
lot of fun."

What  got  you int o playing t he 
spor t  and why?

"My friends wanted me to join, and when I did I liked it so I 
stuck with it."

Do you want  t o be an inspirat ion t o som eone else?

"Someday yes, because I enjoy helping others."

Olivia Boot h

What  inspired you t o cheer  and why?

"I wanted to do cheer because I thought it would 
be good to try something new."

What  m ot ivat es you do cheer  and why?

"My friends motivated me to do it because I 
would get to be with them and have fun."

If  t here was one t h ing you could change about  
cheer  what  would it  be and why?

"I wouldn't change anything this year about cheer becuse I had lots of 
fun and I love my coach. I also made some new friends."

Do you want  t o be an inspirat ion t o som eone else and why?

"I would love to be an inspiration for someone because cheer is 
something that I would never see myself doing and others didn't either. 
I want to inspire someone to try something new and not let anyone stop 
you because of what they think."

Michaylen Lew is

What  inspired you t o cheer  and why?

"My mom inspired me to do cheer. When I was younger 
she was a mascot cheer coach for about 4 years and I 
was on her team for about 2 years and I just continued 
to cheer and moved on with competition cheer as well 
as school cheer."

What  m ot ivat es you t o do cheer  and why?

"What motivates me is knowing how  much my team 
counts on me to be at practice and to be at 
competitions  and also I love being on a team with 

others so we can work together to make everything work."

If  t here was one t h ing you could change about  cheer  what  would it  be and 
why?

"One thing I would change about it is that it isn't a technical sport and I feel it 
should be considered a sport because it requires much athleticism and so do all 
sports."

Do you want  t o be an inspirat ion t o som eone else and why?

"Yes, I would like to inspire other people to cheer because cheering isn't just a 
thing to do with friends, it 's like a family. I would love for more people to be 
encouraged by me to cheer."
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J u nk I n  T he T r u nk
Hannah Sperat i 's Trunk

What 's in your  t runk?

-Trash bags

-Papers

-Calculator

How Did It  Get  There?

-The trash bags because they have 
old clothes. that I keep forgetting 
to donate.

-Papers from stores I just threw in 
my trunk.

-Calculator was left in from math 
class I just forgot about.

.

Why Is It  St i l l  There?

-Trash bags I forgot about 
the bags.

-Papers I just am too lazy 
to get it out.

-Calculator is there 
because it must have fell 
out my binder.

By Ziad Aziz

Soccer :

- Mar. 2 @ Niles Wellness Center

Sof t ball:

- March 25 @ Bristol
- March 27 @ home w/ Jackson Milton
- March 28 @ Jackson Milton

Baseball:  TBA

Celebr it y Bir t hdays:

- March 3-Camilla Cabello
- March 6-Shaquille O'Neil
- March 14- Stephen Curry
- March 18- Adam Levine
- March 24- Peyton Manning

 Events By Nikolina Drobnjak

Track  & Field: TBA

Ot her  Event s:

- Mar. 15- Cheerleading 
Tryouts

- March 17- St. Patrick's Day
- Mar. 19- End of 3rd 

Quarter
- Mar. 22- Report Cards
- Mar. 29- Spring Sing 

(Elementary)

Top 5 Ways to spend Valentine's Day single By: Br i Callow  
1. Galent ine's Day- The day before Valentine's Day is actually called Galentine's Day. Basically all it is is a day to hang out with 
your friends if you're single. It 's a holiday that boycotts Valentine's Day, which actually is a good idea. You know for a fact once 
you get together with all your friends, the drama and gossip that you've had to hold in all day will finally spill. Once you start 
talking with them you will forget all about how single you all are and will start to get down to the juicy gossip instead. Worrying 
about other people's problems makes you forget about your own. 

2. Sleep- Sleeping fixes everything! If you just slept the whole day away you won't even have to worry about all the gross lovers 
out and about. You can sleep and pretend that you actually have someone for Valentine's Day. At least for that time that you 
were asleep you had someone. You can literally sleep for 24 hours straight and wake up not even realizing what day it is and all 
that Valentine's Day stuff is gone. This may be the most effective way to spend Valentine's Day. 

3. Wat ch The Bachelor- Now, watching The Bachelor may sound like a dumb thing to do on Valentine's Day but hear me out. If 
you watch The Bachelor it will make you forget about your love life and focus on how awful the contestants on the show's love 
life is. Every single girl on that show will make you feel a thousand times better about yourself. You will instantly feel smarter and that 's a promise. You 
may even find yourself telling the screen "THANK GOD I'M NOT AS DESPERATE AS HER!" The only downfall to this may be that you actually wish you were 
the girl on the fancy vacations and dates instead of being alone but hopefully you'll be stronger than that. 

4. Eat - Just eat away your problems. No judgment, if you want to get a whole pizza and cry then do it. I would recommend eating the pizza then crying 
because no one wants a soggy pizza. Everyone knows that after they eat some good food they feel good. So on Valentine's Day to cancel out the fact that 
you will probably be alone next year on Valentine's Day too,  just eat a ton of good food and you won't even realize all the traits that you may have that 
might make you unattractive. Just eat and don't stress, eventually someone will like you. 

5. Treat  it  l ike any ot her  day- Wow, what a shocker this is! Who would want to treat Valentine's Day like any other day? I mean who wouldn't want to 
worry about having a significant other on Valentine's Day to go do all the typical lovey dovey Hallmark holiday things right?  All Valentine's Day is, is a way 
to get you to spend your hard earned money on cards and candy. So just don't worry about it and go about your day. The only difference is this day is 
certain to have more PDA. 
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Abriella 
Gillespie  
participated  
in Voice of 
Democracy 
essay 
contest 
earlier this 
year. She  

made it all the way to the 
state level finishing 3rd and 
beating over 1500 students. 
For her achievement, she won 
a $4,000 scholarship for 
outstanding performance.

Horoscope of the Month

Dates: January 20 ? February 18
Symbol: The Water Bearer
Polarity: Active
Element: Air
Quality: Fixed
Ruling Planet: Uranus
Tarot Card: The Star

This month you will start a new chapter in your 
autobiography whether it is starting a different job, 
moving to a new town, making over your style, or just 
refocusing on your positive outlook on the world. In this 
chapter take a minute to write your introduction honoring 
your courageousness, but also the hardships you faced 
and how you handled them to create an amazing 
foundation from which to grow and build on. Finish your 
introduction to this chapter with how you plan on passing 
your experience and wisdom to others for the greater 
good.

By: Lauren Johnson

What is MHS students favor i te Valentine's Day candy?  By: Br i Callow  

Chocolat e Covered 
St rawber r ies

39

Chocolat e Hear t s 27

Hear t  Loll ipops 25

Conversat ion Hear t s 17

With 108 votes from 
throughout the high school, here are 
the results to see which Valentine's 
Day candy is MHS's  favorite. The 
most votes went to chocolate 
covered strawberries. Which, I guess, 
means that McDonald is somewhat 
healthy since it 's a fruit. Coming in 
second were chocolate hearts. It 's no 
secret that McDonald loves chocolate. In third place we 
have heart lollipops. And the loser for this poll being the 
conversation hearts. No shock there. Thanks to everyone 
who voted and Happy Valentine's Day MHS! :)  

St udent  Kudos!

Junior Kaitlyn Helt is a finalist in 
the Student of the Year 
Fundraising Campaign. During 
this seven-week campaign, she 
hopes to reach a goal of $10,000 
raised for cancer research. The 
fundraising ends on March 15 
and all are encouraged to 
participate to help her achieve 
her goal.

Helt said, "Together we can all 
make a difference! Someday is 
today."

On February 14th, all students and staff 
participated in our annual Battle of the 
classes organized by NHS. The point is to 
have fun and enjoy a day without classes 
in a variety of activities including 
knockout, musical chairs, and a dodge 
ball tournament.

Based on feedback from previous years, 
less intense competitions such as chess, 
checkers, 
and Uno 
were added 
to make 
sure 
everyone 
could be 
involved.
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